
THEORY OF CHANGE

CAUSES CORE ISSUE CONSEQUENCES OPPORTUNITIES EXPECTED RESULTS

Over-exploitation and 
mismanagement of 

marine resources

Lack of control, surveillance, 
monitoring and illegal, 

unregulated and unreported
 (IUU) fishing

Ignorance of the relationship 
between biodiversity, 
ecosystem services, 

climate change and human 
well-being 

Exclusion of local actors 
and disconnection between 
fishing policies and practices

Decline in fish stocks and 
productive activities puts 

food security at risk

Decrease in productive activities 
and employment generates 

an increase in poverty 

Diminished resilience 
of coastal ecosystems 
increases their fragility 
and loss of key species

Decrease of ecosystem 
services produce an 

alteration of traditional 
life systems

Implementation 
of fisheries managements 

actions under a 
precautionary and 

ecosystem approach

Implementation of 
coastal marine spatial 

planning tools

Incorporation of biocultural 
aspects and local traditional 

knowledge in the management 
of coastal marine areas 

and their fisheries

Participation in processes 
to improve fishery and 
environmental policies

Overfishing and IUU fishing 
have been reduced by 
ensuring thriving and 

stable ecosystems

Sources of work have been
 secured and productive 

activities diversified, 
providing food security 

and reducing poverty

Knowledge about the link 
between biodiversity, 
ecosystem services, 

climate change, 
and human well-being 
has been strengthened 

and developed

Traditional systems 
of life in coastal communities 
have been secured through 

the recognition of territorial rights 
in fishery policies and regulations, 

linking and integrating 
them into practice

Poor health of coastal marine 
ecosystems puts lifestyles 

and survival of coastal 
communities at risk


